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tion the time of speakers on the air, the best broadcasting
periods inevitably going to the chieftains of the party." 8
Whether these difficulties outweigh the advantages is a
matter on which opinions differ. A distinguished New Zea-
land parliamentarian considers that "Broadcasting has not
resulted, as was feared by many, in the lowering of the stand-
ard of debate or the public esteem of the elected representa-
tives. Parliament has been taken into the homes of the people
and it is estimated that today some 350,000 people [out of a
total population of 1,834,000 in New Zealand] listen in to its
proceedings. It is unlikely that any Member of the House
would ask for the discontinuance of parliamentary broadcast-
ing." 9 And Mr. L. S. Amery has written: "I do not believe
that this [the broadcasting of Parliament] would lead to
'talking to the gallery' in the invidious sense of the phrase. On
the contrary, broadcasting audiences are very critical of any-
thing but sober good sense, and I believe the effect would be
definitely to raise the standard of debates.'*10
Broadcasting about parliamentary matters takes several
forms. There are, in the first place, the regular news bulletins
which include reports of events in Parliament. The aim of the
news broadcasts is "to state the news of the day accurately,
fairly, soberly, and impersonally,"11 and there is no doubt
that this aim is achieved. BJB.C news broadcasts are generally
regarded as models of objectivity.
Two other regular programs relating directly to Parlia-
ment are broadcast. "Today in Parliament" is given every
8 Alexander Brady in the Introduction to Parliamentary  Govern-
ment in the Commonwealth, edited by Sydney D. Bailey, Philosophical
Library, 1951, p. 8*
9 Walter Nash, "Parliamentary Government in New Zealand, ibid^
p. 60.
10 Amery, op. m.,p. 56.
11 "General Survey of the Broadcasting Sepnce" submitted by die
B.B.C. to the Broadcasting Committee, printed in the Appendix to the
Committee's Report (Cmd. 8117), H.M.S.O., 1951, p. 5.
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